404                          Citrus Fruits
The distribution of the various citrus insects in Califor-
nia is greatly influenced by the different climatic conditions
obtaining in the different parts of the state. The purple
scale has so far not become established nor is the black
scale serious on citrus trees in the hot dry air of the interior
valleys. The red and yellow scales are both found in the
San Joaquin citrus districts, although not in injurious num-
bers, while the yellow scale alone is found in the Sacra-
mento districts. Before the introduction of various in-
sect pests into California from Florida, the general opinion
prevailed that such insects would not thrive when taken
from a humid into a comparatively arid climate. The
fact that any particular insect has not so far become es-
tablished in a given region must not be taken as sufficient
evidence that it will not thrive when an opportunity to
infest trees presents itself.
At the present time, it is very encouraging to note the
fact that in the better kept citrus orchards of the state
it is often difficult to find specimens of certain insects for
study. In some localities where red and yellow scale,
mealy bug, or silver mite were once very abundant, it may
now require a diligent search to locate a single individual,
so effective has been the work of the inspectors and the
application of remedial measures.
A point which should be emphasized is the importance of
keeping orchards and fence rows free from weeds which
harbor scale. One of the worst offenders among weeds
is the common nightshade (Solanum nigrum) which is so
abundant throughout most of the state. Even after
thorough fumigation of the trees has been accomplished,
a few scales living on the nightshade will start a new infes-